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Publishing in Academic Librarianship: The Scholar-Practitioner Identity
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Creating knowledge (research) and disseminating knowledge (teaching and publishing) are
among the primary functions of academia. Academic librarians, however, spend a substantial
portion of their worklife practicing their profession as well. While many believe that time spent in
the practitioner role precludes publishing or makes it more difficult, the adoption of a scholar-
practitioner identity in fact enhances one's opportunities to make scholarly contributions to the
discipline. Every problem of daily practice presents the opportunity for investigating existing
research and incrementally adding to that body of knowledge. Examples will be provided and
discussed.
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